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1.  Statement of the Topic: Impact of Information Literacy instruction on plagiarism.
2.  Research Question:  Can Information Literacy instruction reduce the incidence of plagiarism in the classroom?
3.  Research Sources and Search Strategy 
For databases A and B below, the same search criteria was used 

A. Academic Search Premier  
B. Education Research Complete
· initial search criteria:
· (plagiarism or cheating) 
· AND (information literacy or data) 
· AND (instruction or training)
· narrowed search:
· full-text
· more recent years
· scholarly articles
C. NetLibrary:  
· keywords initial search- plagiarism and cheating
· basic search criteria - e-books 

· narrowed search to 2009 no results;  changed to 2008
D. Library catalog: keyword - plagiarism and cheating
4. Resources used:

Conway, M., & Groshek, J. (2008). Ethics gaps and ethics gains: Differences and similarities in mass communication students' perceptions of plagiarism and fabrication. Journalism & Mass Communication Educator, 63(2), 127-145. Retrieved June 11, 2009 from Education Research Complete .
Cooper, J. (2007). Patchwork plagiarism. Knowledge Quest, 35(4), 62-65. Retrieved June 11, 2009 from Academic Search Premier 
Ma, H., Yong Lu, E., Turner, S., & Wan, G. (2007). An empirical investigation of digital cheating and plagiarism among middle school students. American Secondary Education, 35(2), 69-82. Retrieved from June 11, 2009 Academic Search Premier 
Roberts, T. (2008). Student plagiarism in an online world: Problems and solutions. Hershey, PA: Information Science Reference. Retrieved June 11, from NetBooks.
Strom, P. S., & Strom, R. D. (2007). Cheating in middle school and high school. Educational Forum, 71(2), 104-116. Retrieved June 11, 2009 from Education Research Complete

A. Article 1

Conway, M., Groshek, J. (2008). Ethics gaps and ethics gains: Differences and similarities in mass communication students' perceptions of plagiarism and fabrication. Journalism & Mass Communication Educator, 63(2), 127-145. Retrieved June 11, 2009 from Education Research Complete.
Annotation

This article summarizes research involving university students in both journalism, and non-journalism mass media degree programs.  The intent of the research was to gather information regarding the students' views on topics in ethics, in particular, plagiarism and fabrication.  Researchers compared ethics values between the two classes of students and the differences between ethics values at the time of enrollment and graduation. 
Authoritativeness

The article by Mike Conway and Jacob Groshek, is listed amongst scholarly articles giving it a certain degree of authority.  Mr. Conway and Mr. Grosheck are professors at Indiana University and Iowa State University respectively, specializing in mass media.  Their authority with respect to mass media topics would likely be considerable having been published in Journalism in Mass Communication.  The expertise of the article can also be demonstrated through the 58 cited references.  Though this article has not been cited in other articles, its relatively recent publication may account for this.  The piece may have limited authority with respect to the primary and secondary classroom, yet it provided valuable information regarding students' views over their entire academic career. 

Coverage

This article was not specifically about the research topic, that is, plagiarism in the classroom, and covered the college level.  It covers additional topics such as fabrication, which gives insight into the topic of plagiarism and cheating as a whole.  The information contained in this article is best suited to university professors, but some aspects could be valuable to demonstrate factors influencing college students' feelings about plagiarism before they enter college.   
Accuracy

This source was found under scholarly articles and cites 50 references throughout the paper and in the end notes.  Graphs and charts outlined the findings, and seemed to be consistent with the authors' commentary on the data collected.  The authors did not express a distinct viewpoint, but rather, they summarized the results and listed several possibilities for the findings, as well as topics for future research based on these findings.  
Currency

The article was published in the past year, indicating information should be current.  Based on some of the authors' listed topics of possible future research, there could be more recent research results available by this time.
Relevance

At first glance, the research topic was not distinctly covered by this article.  However, the most significant point found in the article with respect to the research topic was how students' opinions regarding plagiarism may change over time.  This information may be valuable with respect to forming students' opinions of plagiarism through information literacy education.
B. Article 2
Cooper, J. (2007). Patchwork plagiarism. Knowledge Quest, 35(4), 62-65. Retrieved June 11, 2009 from Education Research Complete.  
Annotation


This article discusses the value of instruction in preventing students from plagiarizing and piecing together information from sources.  The author expresses students are not learning about topics to share knowledge about them, as much as they are just expressing what they read in different words.  A concept is presented which uses six, specific, document-based questions to increase student knowledge when gathering information in an effort to reduce plagiarism. 
Authoritativeness 

The author, Janice Cooper, is knowledgeable of the topic of plagiarism as a member of the American Library Association.  As a librarian, she is works in the school system and has understanding of information literacy instruction.  Ms. Cooper wrote this publication in an American Library Association publication, and developed a web based workshop on plagiarism for high school students.  Between the article and the web workshop, the author cited over 20 other authorities in the field.   
Coverage    

All aspects of the research topic were covered in this article, that is, plagiarism and how it can be reduced through information literacy instruction.  However, the depth with which they were covered was not significant, and much of the information was not based on solid research.  The recommendation of using Document-Based Questions was an element discussed which is above and beyond the general concept of information literacy instruction.  Discussing the value of DBQs gave more specific guidelines than basic instruction in information literacy skills.  This article spoke to an audience of both primary and secondary teachers.
Accuracy

Since the author was speaking of a fairly contemporary issue, her discussion seems accurate with respect to what is widely known among educators.  Sources for her recommendations were cited appropriately and there were no obvious errors or omissions.  The article is more conversational and instructive than research based, and likely based on the author's experiences and not necessarily facts found through formal studies.  The lack of charts and graphs demonstrates the level of accuracy of this document is not as significant as formal research would be.  Further research of some of the sources the author listed could confirm information the author presented.  
Currency

Being published in 2007, much of the information of the article is still current, but more recent information may be available.
Relevance


Numerous issues discussed in the article with respect to information literacy instruction and plagiarism reflected the research topic.  There are several quotes from the article which express the importance of instruction in reducing plagiarism which could be used within the context of a research paper.   
C. Article 3

This item was used for article review assignment.
Ma, H., Yong Lu, E., Turner, S., & Wan, G. (2007). An empirical investigation of digital cheating and plagiarism among middle school students. American Secondary Education, 35(2), 69-82. Retrieved June 11, 2009 from Education Research Complete.
D. Article 4 

Strom, P. S., & Strom, R. D. (2007). Cheating in middle school and high school. Educational Forum, 71(2), 104-116. Retrieved June 11, 2009 from Education Research Complete.
Annotation

This article discusses the topic of cheating in general among middle school and high school students.  Background is given into how widespread cheating is, from elementary age students through college, not only in the United States, but throughout many countries in the world.  The primary vehicle for investigation was through interview questions presented to students.  The students were supplied multiple choice answers, as well as the ability to supply an open ended answer for listing their reasons for cheating.

Authoritativeness 


The writers offer authority over the subject of cheating and plagiarism as professors in the field of education at Auburn University and Arizona State University, and have published 22 articles relating to education topics.  Patricia and Robert Strom have significant experience in addressing issues such as cheating and plagiarism in their articles.  The particular article was found among scholarly works within the database records.  
Coverage    

Plagiarism is covered in this article, but the primary focus of the discussion is cheating in general.  It is not highly technical and appropriately written to an audience of educators or education students.  The article gives updated information on how reasons for cheating and solutions to the problem may have changed due to increased use of the Internet in the classroom.  This article would be most useful in confirming there is a plagiarism problem, yet it would have limited value regarding the solution to the problem.
Accuracy


The authors cite nearly 40 additional references in their work.  Views expressed do not appear to be biased, but are merely presenting the information collected and different perspectives on causes and solutions to the cheating problem.  There are no graphs or charts, but statistics cited from other works may contain such diagrams.
Currency

This article is relatively current, having been published less than two years ago.           

Relevance


The document discusses the problem of cheating and plagiarism, and what parts students, parents and teachers play in its prevention.  The general information on plagiarism in the classroom is good background support for the research topic, and is verified in other articles. 
E-Book 


This text was in e-book form, yet the entire text was unavailable for review.  

Roberts, T. (2008). Student plagiarism in an online world: Problems and solutions. Hershey, PA: Information Science Reference.  Retrieved June 11, 2009 from NetBooks.  
5. Reflection on Research Experience




The research experience was a learning experience, an adventure and a journey.  I learned various ways to access suitable information for my research.  In contrast to previous research experiences, it was some what of an adventure making use of the many technological resources.  It felt much like a journey to knowledge when I learned more about my topic and gained insight into aspects of the topic of benefit to my students which I had not considered at the start.  

Because I was simultaneously enrolled in UCSP611, my instruction of research methods was more thorough than if I had been directed through this learning experience only by Dr. Grunwald.  I think this advantage made it a less stressful task overall. It was daunting to be taking four courses at once in an on-line environment.  I worked to stay ahead and finished UCSP611 modules quickly.  When similar topics came up during research, they were review.  Additionally, feedback from fellow students and Dr. Grunwald helped me to discover alternative routes to the same or better resources.  For example, it was easier to find a journal in Journal Finder than trying to figure out what keywords might pull up my topic in a database.   This research experience on the heels of UCSPC611 made my learning experience more than an introduction; I was moving toward mastery because of the reinforcement of the course content. 

This research was a great adventure into knowledge in comparison to the tortuous searching methods I recall from the time I completed my bachelor's degree.  It was simple to narrow my search to "scholarly articles" by checking the box in the EBSCO screen.  I was able to further narrow my choices by using Ulrich's Periodicals Directory to determine if my choices were from journals or trade publications and whether or not they were refereed or peer reviewed.  I used RefWorks to compile all of my resources and easily prepare my bibliography.  The flexibility and variety of the database tools allowed me to be more productive.  However, the adventure also led to a problem of losing track of time when I was exploring resources which did not apply to the task at hand.  I learned I needed to stay focused on what I was doing, and if I got stuck, it was more efficient to stop and post a question or contact library services. 


My journey started when I chose my topic recalling my high school students who understood less about plagiarism than my 13 year old daughter.  Some of my ideas were reinforced, but I discovered aspects I had not considered.  I had no struggles with determining my search terms since they came directly from the concepts I learned in my first project in UCSP611.  I checked the box to narrow results to scholarly articles, and looked through the articles by date to pick articles from the past two to three years.  

My research reinforced my feelings about providing instruction to prevent plagiarism.  An additional concept in plagiarism found in my research was a bit disconcerting.  More than one source mentions students of all ages feel led to cheat due to outsides pressures to compete and succeed.  This is definitely something I will take into consideration with my students.  Also, it was extremely helpful to be able to use my UCSP611 project topic for this research.  It reinforced my skills rather than creating stress of having two research two topics.  During my instruction of research concepts, I may consider creating a cooperative project with another department so students can reinforce their skills in my course.  Keeping students in the center of my planning of projects will help them to have a learning experience and an adventure on their journey through Internet research which is as beneficial as I found mine to be.
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